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Overview

• History of Safe Drinking Water 
and ODW

• ODW Mission
• ODW Organizational Chart and 

Field Office Locations
• ODW Programs



First Sanitation Law 
In Virginia

• Jamestown
• May 24, 1610
• First attempt at maintaining 

clean water supply





Water Quality from a 
Historical Perspective

• At the turn of the 20th Century in America, Typhoid 
fever killed 36 out of 100,000 people

• In 1908, New Jersey began to use Chlorine as a 
primary disinfectant which helped to decrease 
deaths caused from drinking water
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Office of Drinking 
Water - History

• 1908 – Virginia Department of 
Health created

• 1910 – Bureau of Sanitary 
Engineering created

• Responsible for public water supplies, 
sewage treatment, swimming pools

• Allowed to adopt, promulgate, and 
enforce rules and regulations for the 
protection of the public health

• 1910 – 90 waterworks in Virginia
• 1916 – 1st waterworks permit 

issued to Martinsville





• 1934 – First Short School Offered
• 1946 – State Water Control Board 

created
• 1972 – U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) formed
• Federal intervention to help cleaning up the 

environment

• 1974 – Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 
issued

• Virginia needed to obtain ‘primacy’ in order to 
remain as the primary regulatory authority



• 1974 – Virginia Waterworks 
Regulations were adopted

• 1977 – Virginia received primacy for 
SDWA

• 1997 – Virginia received Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund

• 2003 – Office of Drinking Water 
established

• Jerry Peaks – Office Director



ODW Mission
• At the Office of Drinking Water, we are 

committed to protecting public health by 
ensuring the people of Virginia have access 
to an adequate supply of safe drinking water 
that meets all federal and state drinking 
water standards.

Virginia’s advocate for safe drinking water 
Monitoring drinking water quality
Providing technical assistance and training with 
respect to all drinking water issues 
Financing improvements to drinking water systems 
Seeking funding sources for drinking water projects
Enforcing drinking water regulations and standards 
of the Virginia Public Water Supply Law and federal 
Safe Drinking Water Act.



ODW Central & Field 
Offices

• ODW consists of the Central Office and 6 
Field Offices

• ODW has a staff of 115
• Central Office has a staff of 21 employees 

who provide management, administrative and 
training support to ODW and the public.

• Field Offices are located in Abingdon, 
Lexington, Culpeper, Danville, Chesterfield 
County, and the City of Norfolk

• Field Office staff provide direct service and 
are organized to provide one-stop-shopping to 
owners, operators, and designers of 
waterworks and the general public.





ODW General 
Organizational Chart

Office Director

Technical 
Services

Technical & 
Professional

Training

FCAP & 
Special 
Projects

Enforcement Field Office 
Directors (6)



Technical Services

• Regulatory Implementation and 
Guidance

• Sanitary Surveys
• Plan Reviews
• Capacity Development 
• Provide Technical Assistance During 

Disasters
• Involved in State & National Drinking 

Water Issues and Concerns



Technical and 
Professional Training

• Professional Development for Staff
• Operator Training in Specialized 

Areas
• Water Treatment Plant Operators Short 

Courses
• Cross-Connection Training 
• Waterworks Security Preparedness
• Small Waterworks Training Program
• Other Programs Developed as Needed



Financial and 
Construction Assistance 

Programs (FCAP)
Drinking Water SRF

Water Supply Assistance Grant Fund
Other Special Appropriated Funding

Provides low cost loans to waterworks owners in need of 
making infrastructure improvements to protect the public 
health
Provides financial and technical assistance to waterworks 
owners to ensure the long term provision of safe drinking 
water to their customers
9 ODW employees work in the program

Construction – 134 projects, ~$120 Million
Planning Grants – 100 projects, ~$3 Million



Enforcement of 
Regulations and 

Standards

• Directs and Manages the Regulatory 
Compliance and Enforcement Program in 
conjunction with local, state, and federal 
agencies

• Advise Senior Management on issues that may 
lead to litigation, legislative, or regulatory 
action

• Coordinate the promulgation of new regulations
• Liaison to EPA, the Office of the Attorney 

General, and the State Corporation Commission
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